
!!!!School Houses!!!! 

      A school house is a school that is in small building and has one or 

two classrooms. There were four school houses around our school in 

Monasteraden in the past. The four schools around Monasteraden were 

Clooncunny N.S, Coolavin N.S, Townaghbrack N.S and The Cross N.S. 

  

The most common form of transport to get to school was walk, cycle or by 

bus if you lived in cities or towns. 

 In a school house there would be an open turf fire for heat. 

Families brought turf because they could not afford to pay for school for 

their children. Some school pupils would bring a horse cart load of turf 

every year and some pupils brought a sod of turf a day. 

   

 In the school houses the pupils learned some of our common 

subjects we learn today .The pupils learned Irish, English, Maths, 

geography and religion. They also learned needle work and cookery. 

 

If the pupils did something wrong their punishment was getting 

whipped with a sally rod or a cane. They would also be slapped. 

Some pupils would have to wear a dunces hat if they were being 

punished. 

 

For lunch some pupils would bring milk and put it in front of the fire 

in the morning to keep it warm. They would bring soda bread of 

sandwiches to eat for lunch. 

 

At lunchtime the most common thing to play was hide and seek, tag, 

marbles, skipping, and hopscotch. 

 

Most toilets were outside and did not have running water. Everyday 

a different senior pupil would poor ashes from the fire into the toilet. It 

would be emptied once or twice a year. 

Life must have been hard for families back then. Schools are very 

different now to back then, as we hear many awful stories from our 

grandparents. 
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